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January 30, 2023 
 
Parents and Guardians, 
 
I want to express our appreciation for our local law enforcement agencies, fire departments, EMS 
and other local security personnel, that responded immediately to our call for assistance today.  
Officers and Detectives from Upper Yoder, West Hills Regional, Johnstown, and the Cambria County 
Detective Bureau provided personnel and resources to make sure our students were safe.  We are 
thankful for the training these professionals have, and the support they offer so willingly to our  
community and to our school district.   
 
After the discovery of the note while law enforcement was enroute, the administration conducted 
an initial review and collection of video footage in preparation for their arrival.  After law 
enforcement’s arrival and initial review of evidence, it was determined the best course of action 
was to dismiss the secondary school.  Based on the availability of school bus drivers, we 
coordinated the student dismissal with the GJCTC dismissal.  The dismissal to the reunification site 
was successful with all students being returned to their parents safely within two hours of 
dismissal.     
 
The investigation is being conducted by law enforcement agencies; therefore, we cannot release 
any details of the situation.  We will continue to assist in any way possible to resolve this situation 
as quickly as possible.  If you or your child has any information about the incident, please contact 
the Upper Yoder Police Department at 814-255-6227.    
 
Finally, I would like to express additional gratitude for the students, teachers, staff, administrators, 
the school bus drivers, and security contractor.  We conduct multiple safety trainings throughout 
the year and everyone’s actions were consistent with the training they received.  Unfortunately, our 
society requires preparation for serious and threatening situations.  Everyone was calm and 
supportive throughout the entire process.   
 
Later this evening, we will make a determination about classes  tomorrow. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Thomas R. Mitchell 


